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March 20, 2002

Roslyn Heights, NY 11577

Peter J. Gerbasi, Commissioner

N.C. Department of Public Works

1550 Franklin Ave.

Mineola, NY 15501

Re: Roslyn Heights (East Park) Sewer Taxes: East Hills Collection District

Dear Commissioner Gerbasi, On January 28, 2002, several residents of the East Park community met with members of your Department and Legislator Johnson in Legislator Johnson's office for the purpose of discussing the sewer taxes that we at East Park have been paying. At that meeting, Joe Davenport of your Department said that The Department of Public Works would look into our concerns. We then learned that Legislator Johnson had received a response from you (your February 27, 2002 Inter‑Departmental Memo), which he was willing to share with us.

In your memo you mention "mutual benefit.... groundwater". With all due respect, those of us who pay these taxes find the reiteration of "mutual benefit to all County residents" to be nothing but the same excuse to justify these taxes. As we stated on January 2 8, 2002 when we appeared in front of the Nassau County Legislature, these taxes were instituted for the purpose of providing sewer service to the residents of Nassau County, by first paying for the construction of a sewage disposal pl , then a second tax was imposed for the purpose of building maintaining sewer connection lines (Please see our 1‑28‑02 Memo to the Legislature). Of course, we were never connected to a sewer line. Thus, we bear the additional expenses that go with maintaining our own cesspools, and I'm sure you know they are significant. But there's more. If the justification for this tax is 44 maintaining the quality of the groundwater", as we've been told, you may not know that we pay a water district tax for the maintenance and operation of the Roslyn Water District's Water Treatment Plant. Additionally, we pay a vendor for our usage, who I imagine builds into his price his costs for maintaining a quality product. Maintaining a properly Functioning cesspool, paying a water district tax, and purchasing our water from someone we hope is using his profits to respect our groundwater, we feel, is exercising enough civic duty without ‑paying a tax for the collection and treatment of other people's sewage. This, we feel, amounts to triple or quadruple taxation.

With all that said, we are nonetheless encouraged by your closing remarks that "Past history notwithstanding, the Department intends to evaluate the previously established District boundaries as part of a broadly scoped District Consolidation Plan." We are hoping this means redistricting and getting these taxes eliminated. If that's correct, we would very much appreciate hearing from you regarding the timeframe for the drafting of a proposal to move this matter on. If that's not the implication, we would appreciate a clarification.

SIC,

Thanking you for your attention.

Yours truly,

XXX)OCKX)CKXXXX

Secretary, E.P.C.A.

cc:
Legislator Brian Muller: Chairman, Public Works Committee


Legislator Craig Johnson: Legislator District I I

THOMAS R. SUOZZI
PETER J. GERBASI, P.E.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE
COMMISSIONER

COUNTY OF NASSAU

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

1550 FRANKLIN AVENUE

MINEOLA, NEW YORK 11501 ‑022

April 3, 2002

Roslyn Heights New York 11577

Re:
East Hills Collection District


Sewage Disposal District III

Dear

We are in receipt of your March 20, 2002 letter concerning sewage collection and disposal district tax rates. After reviewing the issues raised therein, we wish to advise you as follows:

The treatment and disposal of sanitary sewage generated within Sewage Disposal District In provides a mutual benefit to all County residents within the District by maintaining the quality of the groundwater and surface waters. As such, this mutual benefit is bourne by all the residents within the district. As regards the East Hills Collection District, at the request of the Town of North Hempstead, and agreed to by the district residents, the County installed sewers only in the Roslyn Heights Urban Renewal Area.

Within the near future, the Department intends to begin reevaluating the established collection and disposal district boundaries as part of a broadly scoped "District Consolidation Plan." The intent of such plan is to reduce the yearly costs for administering and operating the three (3) sewage disposal districts and twenty‑seven (27) sewage collection districts. At this time we do not have a schedule for implementation of the plan, though it is expected that the plan would be developed by the end of this year or early in 2003.

Concerns regarding your water district tax and the cost for drinking water supply would be best addressed by the Roslyn Water District and your private water supplier.

?‑a‑ge2 ‑​

April 3, 2002

Should you have any questions or comments concerning the foregoing, please contact the undersigned or Joseph L. Davenport, of the Division of Sanitation and Water Supply, at (516) 571‑4292 or (516) 571‑3911, respectively.

Very  truly yours,

Commissioner of Public Works

PJG:JLD:as

cc:
Hon. Brian Meullers, Chairman, Public Works Committee


Hon. Craig Johnson, Legislative District No. 11


Hezekiah Brown, Deputy County Executive


William Geier, Director of Legislative Affairs
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